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Etape Hibernia  
 

Sunday 22 nd August 2010  
 

Application for Road Closures: Event Overview  
 
General 
IMG (UK) Ltd will be working in partnership with Shannon Development and 
Failte Ireland to deliver the forthcoming Etape Hibernia to the Shannon region 
for a planned period of at least five years. 
IMG own and manage a number of Mass Participation Sporting events 
throughout the world including the Etape Caledonia now in its fourth year. The 
event has seen tremendous growth over the last few years and has inspired 
expansion of the concept as the only ‘closed road’ timed event in the UK. 
County Clare will be the second destination within the series. 
 
Route Overview 
The event will take place over approximately 80 miles on closed roads. There 
will be between1000 - 2000 participants in the first year. 
 
The start will be in seeded groups of approximately 150 participants starting 
every two minutes from 0700hrs (approx 13 start waves expected in year 1).   

 
Start, finish, parking, Competitor Village and all key event infrastructure will 
centre on Ennis (see attached maps). The event route will be closed to all 
vehicles except participants, emergency services and event vehicles that will 
travel only in the direction of the event. 
 
The event route will be subject to a Risk Assessment highlighting the 
necessary control measures (hay bales, Stewards, signage etc) and the 
agreed recommendations will be implemented before the commencement of 
the event. A Traffic Management Company will be employed to erect pre 
event signage and traffic control measures.  Alternative routes for other road 
users will be signed in accordance with the Traffic Signs and General 
Directions, Safety at Street works and Road Works Code of Practice and 
approved by the Highways Authority. 
 
There will be regular consultation throughout the planning period with key 
stakeholders (as part of the Operational planning team) and with local 
residents and businesses.  
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Communication with Residents and Businesses  
In order to ensure all residents and businesses are fully aware of the road 
closures, the timings and the diversion routes, IMG will carry out extensive 
communication, including: 

·  A letter drop to all residents and businesses on the route 
·  Public consultation meetings 
·  Radio communication informing local people of roads closed and 

diversions 
·  A publication of the traffic order in local newspapers 
·  Advanced warning signs 3 weeks and 2 weeks prior to the event 

 
Road Closure Method 
The route to be divided into 4 sectors of approx 20 miles each. It is expected 
that each sector will be closed to traffic sequentially on the approach of the 
event and reopened as the last participant passes. Thus minimising the 
disruption to other road users and residents (see below for timings and route 
description). 
 
The Traffic Management Company employed to manage advance signage, 
road closure including cones, barriers etc will work with the Garda to ensure 
the roads are closed in advance of the first cyclist and reopened once the final 
cyclist has been past. They will also be responsible for implementing diversion 
routes for vehicles. Full details of intended diversions can be found in the 
diversion section below. 
 
Timings 
Participants will be expected to achieve a minimum average speed of 12 mph 
with the fastest and most able an average speed of 25mph is expected.  
 
On current planning road closures are required from 0600 – 1530hrs. Roads 
will close and reopen sequentially within these timings in order to allow local 
resident and business access. Emergency services will maintain right to 
access throughout the closures under escort of event safety services. 
Allowances can be made for escorted access for Church attendance and 
businesses along the route.  
 
Start waves of approx 150 pax from 07:00 – 07:26. Roads must be closed 1 
hour prior to the first cyclist’s arrival and will reopen after the last cyclist has 
past. See below for public timings. For more detailed road closure timings see 
Route Detail);  
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Route resources  
 
Moto Stewards  
Escort Group for this event. Motos accompany each wave of cyclists and 
patrol the route sectors. 
 
Route Stewards 
Exact number of stewards will be determined by the Risk Assessment to be 
submitted. The stewards primary role is to ensure the safety of the cyclists. 
Stewards are issued with high vis jackets, whistles and flags. Stewards are 
positioned at key junctions and higher risk locations on the route. Stewards 
may advise non event road users of the reason for the road closure and 
delay, the duration of the event and any alternative routes that may be open.  
The static Stewards should also be in a position to assist in the placing and 
repositioning of traffic management that has been placed at there duty point. 
 
Garda 
Garda will be working in support of the Stewards along the route to control 
traffic at all key junctions and towns. 
 
Medical 
Local ambulance and first aid resources will be located at the Start and Finish 
of the event as well as a rolling deployment of personnel and vehicles around 
the route. Where necessary emergency vehicles will be escorted around the 
route by MOTOs to attend to incidents.  
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Route detail 
The route below outlines what roads are required to be closed and for what 
time periods; 

Ser Road 
closed 

Road detail Road 
number 

Road  
open 

1 06:00 Gort rd from Information Age 
Park to junction with Ruan rd 

R458 08:00 

2 06:00 Rd from junction with R458 - 
Ruan 

 09:00 

3 06:00 Rd from Ruan to junction with 
R476 

 09:15 

4 07:00 From junction of Ruan rd to 
junction with R480 

R476 09:40 

5 07:00 From junction with R476 to 
junction with N67 

R480 10:15 

6 07:30 From junction with R480 to 
junction with R477 

N67 10:30 

7 07:30 From Ballyvaughan to junction 
with R479  

R477 11:45 

8 08:00 From junction of R477 and 
R479 at Craggycorradan Castle 
to cross roads with road 
leadingsouth to Knockagurilla 

R479 11:45 

9 08:00 From cross roads as above to 
cross roads with R478 

 12:45 

 08:00 From Cross Roads with R478 
to junction of road leading to 
Doolin from Carroweragh 

 12:45 

 08:00 From junction above to cross 
roads R478/ R479 

 12:45 

 08:00 From cross roads R478/ R479 
to junction with road leading to 
Cronagort 

R478 12:45 

 08:00 From junction above to junction 
with R478 (bridge north of La 
Hinch), via Knockhalarabana 
(radio mast) 

 12:45 

 08:00 From junction by bridge, to 
junction with N67 

R478 12:45 

10 08:00 From junction with R478 to 
junction with R482 (Spanish 
Point) 

N67 13:30 

11 08:30 From junction with N67 North of 
Spanish Point to junction with 
N67 South of Spanish Point 

R482 13:30 

12 09:00 From junction with R482, 
across N67 to junction with 
R474 

 14:00 

13 09:00 From junction east of Miltown 
Malbay to Ennis Ring Road 

R474 15:00 

14 10:00 Ennis ring road From junction 
with R474 to Ennis Market 
place via Drumbiggil rd and 
Carmody St 

 15:30 
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Proposed Vehicle Diversion routes to/from affected Towns 
 
In order to facilitate access to areas throughout the road closures the 
following main towns and routes have been proposed. Final routing and 
diversion signage will be placed following further consultation with the Garda, 
Council, Route Safety advisors and Traffic Management company.  
 
Ennis 

·  Access to Ennistimon and Milltown Malbay from North, East or South 
use R352 to N85. Access via N85 to Ennistimon and Miltown Malbay 
via N85 to Inagh then R460, R474 to Miltown Malbay. 

·  Access from Ennistimon and Miltown Malbay to South, East or North 
use N85, R352.  

·  Access North to/from Ennis between the hours of 06:00 and 08:15 
route to avoid R458 (Gort Rd) to junction with Ruan Rd and use R352 / 
N18. 

·  Access to South and West of Ennis to avoid R474 junction with N85 
(Ring Rd), Drumbiggil Rd and Market Place. Use R475 / R458 / R469 /  
R352.   

 
Ballyvaughan 

·  Access to/from Ballyvaghan between the hours of 06:00 and 11:00hrs 
from South use N18 North Gort, then Burren and Ballyvaghan. 

 
Doolin, Cliffs of Moher, Liscannor 

·  Access to/from these towns between the hours of 08:45 to 12:45 is via 
Lisdoonvarna then R478 via crossing point then R479 into Doolin then 
R478 to Cliffs of Moher and Liscannor. 

·  Access via the crossing point is for commercial vehicles only to ferries, 
camp sites and hotels. People should be aware that the crossing point 
will be busy and access will only be allowed when gaps between 
cyclists are available. Access is encouraged before the road closure at 
08:45hrs. 

 
Lehinch 

·  Access to/from Lehinch between the hours of 08:45 and 12:45hrs is via 
N67 from Ennistimon.  

·  Access to the golf course and beach will be via a vehicle crossing point 
into the main parking area. 

·  People should be aware that during these times there may well be 
queues. Access out of the parking area is only allowed once the last 
cyclist has passed the crossing point (approx 12:45hrs).  

·  Pedestrian access is allowed throughout the day. 
 
Miltown Malbay 

·  Access to/from Miltown Malbay between the hours of 08:45 to 13:30hrs 
is via Inagh on R460 and then R474. 
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Spanish Point 

·  Access to/from Spanish Point between the hours of 08:45 to 13:30hrs 
is via Miltown Malbay on R460 and then R474. 

·  If coming from the South traffic must travel via Ennis then N85 to Inagh 
then R460 the Miltown Malbay. 
 



start

1-200 201-400

401-600

601-800

801-1000

1001-1200

1201-1400

1401-1600

1601-1800

1801-2000

Toilets

Marquee/ Drinks/
Sponsor give away

Back of house/
Storage

Key:
Competitor entrance

Barriers
Race flow



 

Skyride Etape Hibernia �t 22/08/2010 

Proposed Route V2 

 

Key: 

Section     Distance (miles)         Road Closed           Road Open 

Start �t Ruan                     5.16   06:00   08:15 

Ruan �t Corofin                      4.29   06:00   08:45 

Corofin �t N67/R476 Jnc            12.98  06:00  10:15 

Jnc �t Black Head                      6.83   07:30  10:45 

Black Head �t Craggycorraden         9.62   08:00  11:45 

Castle 

Castle �t Crag 12.56  08:45  13:00 

Crag �t Spanish Point (R474 jnc) 8.1   08:45  13:30 

R474 �t Ennis Ring Road         18.73  09:30   15:00  

Ennis Ring Road �t Finish           1.6   10:00  15:30  



 

Sky Ride Etape Hibernia 2010 
Route amendment detail map 

Key 

 Route 
 
 Crossing point for commercial vehicles only 
 

Recommended diversion route for access to Doolin, Cliffs of 
Moher and Liscannor 



 

Route into Ennis 
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